
 Africa, locate and describe 

» Activity 1. In pairs, match geographical features names in the word bank with the correct description. 

___  Atlas Mountains ___  Congo River ___  Good Hope ___  Horn of Africa ___  Lake Chad 

___  Lake Victoria ___  Madagascar ___  Nile Delta ___  Sinai Peninsula ___  Strait of Gibraltar

___  'Meeting points': Suez Canal

Note: In bold, description verbs for your cards.

| 1 | • Also known as the Zaire River is the second 
longest river in Africa after the Nile and the second 
largest river in the world by discharge volume of 
water (after the Amazon). It crosses the equator 
twice ant its basin is about 13% of the entire African 
landmass.

| 2 | • It is a canal (artificial waterway) in Egypt. It 
lies west of the Sinai Peninsula. The canal is 163 
km long and, at its narrowest point, 300 m wide. It 
runs between Port Said on the Mediterranean Sea, 
and Suez on the Red Sea.

| 3 | • It is a historically large, shallow, endorheic lake
in Africa, which has varied in size over the centuries.
It shrank by as much as 95% from about 1963 to 
1998. The lake is surrounded by four countries: 
Cameroon, Chad, Niger, and Nigeria) on the 
southern edge of the Sahara, in the Sahel region.

| 4 | • It is a large island in the Indian Ocean off the 
eastern coast of southern Africa, east of 
Mozambique. It is the fourth largest island in the 
world. It is 400 kilometres east of mainland Africa.

| 5 | • It is a narrow strait that connects the Atlantic 
Ocean to the Mediterranean Sea and separates the
Iberian Peninsula from Africa (only separated by 
14.3 km at the strait's narrowest point). In the 
ancient world it was known as the "Pillars of 
Heracles (also called Hercules)". 

| 6 | • It is a peninsula in Egypt, the only part of the 
country located in Asia (It has been a part of Egypt 

from the First Dynasty of ancient Egypt (3100 BC).). 
It is situated between the Mediterranean Sea to 
the north and the Red Sea to the south, and is a 
land bridge between Asia and Africa. It has a land 
area of about 60,000 km².

| 7 | • It is a peninsula in Northeast Africa. It juts 
hundreds of kilometers into the Arabian Sea and 
Indian Ocean, lying along the southern side of the 
Gulf of Aden. The area is the easternmost projection
of the African continent, containing the countries 
of Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Somalia. It covers 
approximately 2,000,000 km²

| 8 | • It is a rocky headland on the Atlantic coast of 
the Cape Peninsula, South Africa. A common 
misconception is that it is the southern tip of Africa. 

| 9 | • It is the delta formed in Northern Egypt 
(Lower Egypt) where this great river spreads out 
and drains into the Mediterranean Sea. It is one of 
the world's largest river deltas, it covers 240 km of 
coastline and is a rich agricultural region.

| 10 | • It stretches around 2,500 km through 
Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia (the Maghreb region). 
The range's highest peak is Toubkal, with an 
elevation of 4,167 metres in southwestern Morocco. 
It separates the Mediterranean and Atlantic 
coastlines from the Sahara Desert.

| 11 | • This fresh water lake is one of the African 
Great Lakes and Africa's largest lake by area. The 
lake was named after the Queen of England by the 
explorer Speke while on an expedition to locate the 
source of the Nile River. 

Take it further! Create an Alphabet game… “Biginning with the letter A…, It is a region...”
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» Activity 2. In pairs, read and complete.

Africa 

Words bank:

Chad

Congo

Ethiopian Highlands

Falls

Gulf of Guinea

Lake

Limpopo

Niger

Orange

Red

Africa is surrounded by the Mediterranean Sea to the north, both the Suez Canal

and the __________(1) Sea along the Sinai Peninsula to the northeast, the Indian

Ocean to the southeast and the Atlantic Ocean to the west.

The continent is the most recently explored and is known for its legendary rivers, 

lakes and waterfalls besides its large deserts and rainforests. The main rivers of 

Africa include:

The Nile River is about 6,800 km long and is formed by the White Nile branch 

(begins in  __________(2)  Victoria ), and the Blue Nile branch (starts in Lake 

Tana in  __________(3) ). It runs north crossing a large desert region and 

empties into the Mediterranean Sea forming a huge delta.

The  __________(4)  River crosses the equator with a large tropical drainage 

basin that creates a flow of water second only to the Amazon in volume. This 

river names one of the largest rainforests of the World.

The  __________(5)  River flows through West Africa extending about 4,180 

km -is the third-longest river in Africa, exceeded only by the Nile and the Congo- 

discharging through a massive delta into the Gulf of Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean.

The Zambezi River is the largest African river flowing into the Indian Ocean. It is 

famous for the extensive Victoria  __________(6)  on the Zambia and Zimbabwe 

border, considered as the largest waterfall in the world. After the Zambezi River, 

the  __________(7)  is the second largest river in Africa that drains to the Indian 

Ocean.

Other significant rivers in the Atlantic Ocean watershed exist such as the  

__________(8)  River (which makes up part of the border between South Africa 

and Namibia), the Senegal River (on the Mauritania and Senegal border) or the 

short Volta River (which forms the international boundaries between the Ivory 

Coast, Ghana, and Burkina Faso) emptying into the  __________(9)  .

In Africa can be found some interesting river systems do not have an outlet to 

the sea. They form endorheic basins, like the Okavango River in Botswana or 

Lake  __________(10)  in the Sahel Region.
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