
 Americas, locate and describe 

» Activity 1. In pairs, match geographical features names in the word bank with the correct description. 

___  Alaska    ___  California Pen.     ___  Colorado River    ___  Florida Pen.    ___  Hudson Bay

___  Labrador Pen.    ___  Orinoco River    ___  Patagonia    ___  Yucatán Pen.    ___  Yukon River

___  'Meeting points': Panama Canal

Note: In bold, description verbs for your cards.

| 1 | • This Canal is an artificial 77 km waterway that 
connects the Atlantic Ocean with the Pacific Ocean. 
The canal cuts across the Isthmus of Panama.

| 2 | • The peninsula includes regions of the 
provinces of eastern Canada. It is bounded by the 
Hudson Bay to the west, the Hudson Strait to the 
north, the Labrador Sea to the east, and the Gulf of 
Saint Lawrence to the southeast. 

| 3 | • It is a peninsula in Northwestern Mexico. It 
separates the Pacific Ocean from the Gulf of 
California. The peninsula extends 1,247 km from 
Mexicali in the north to Cabo San Lucas in the 
south. It ranges from 40 km at its narrowest to 320 
km at its widest point. It is mostly a desert area.

| 4 | • It is a sparsely populated region located at 
the southern end of South America, shared by 
Argentina and Chile. The region comprises the 
southern section of the Andes Mountains (Tierra del 
Fuego is sometimes included as part of it).It has two
coasts: western facing the Pacific Ocean and 
eastern facing the Atlantic Ocean.

| 5 | • It is one of the longest rivers in South 
America at 2,140 km. Its drainage basin covers 
880,000 sq km, with 76.3 percent of it in Venezuela 
and the remainder in Colombia. It is the fourth 
largest river in the world by discharge volume of 
water.

| 6 | • Starting in the central Rocky Mountains, the 
river flows through the Grand Canyon before 
entering Mexico, emptying at the Gulf of California.
The 2,330 km river drains an arid watershed that 
encompasses parts of seven U.S. and two 
Mexican states. 

| 7 | • It is a region located in the northwest 
extremity of North America. It has a maritime 
border with Russia to the west across the Bering 
Strait. The United States purchased this region from 
the Russian Empire in 1867.

| 8 | • It’s a peninsula between the Gulf of Mexico, 
the Atlantic Ocean (west of The Bahamas) and 140 
km north of Cuba. It is bordered on the north by 
the states of Georgia and Alabama, and on the west
by Alabama. 

| 9 | • This peninsula, in southeastern Mexico, 
separates the Caribbean Sea from the Gulf of 
Mexico. The peninsula lies east of the Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec. It is approximately 181,000 sq km in 
area.

| 10 | • The river is 3,190 km long and empties into 
the Bering Sea. The source of the river is located 
in British Columbia, Canada. The lower half of the 
river lies in the U.S. state of Alaska. 

| 11 | • It is a large body of saltwater in northeastern 
Canada with a surface area of 1,230,000 square 
kilometers. It drains a very large area, about 
3,861,400 sq km that includes parts of Canada and 
northenr USA. 

Take it further! Create an Alphabet game… “Biginning with the letter A…, It is a region...”
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» Activity 2. In pairs, read and complete.

North America

Words bank:

Antilles

Appalachian

Artic

Atlantic

Caribbean

Central

Isthmus

Pacific

plains

Rocky

North America as a landmass extends from the polar regions of northern Canada and 

Alaska all the way south through Mexico and the countries of __________ (1) America. 

The __________ (2) Ocean borders their eastern edge, and the __________ (3) Ocean 

creates their western boundary. To the north is the __________ (4) Ocean.

The western part of North America is marked by north-south mountain ranges in the 

__________ (5) Mountains and Pacific Mountains and Valleys. The eastern portion of 

North America is defined by the __________ (6) mountain range. The interior of the 

continent is characterized by __________ (7).

Central America (or Middle America) is a land bridge connecting the North and South 

American landmasses. A central mountain chain dominates the interior from Mexico to 

Colombia, including volcanic islands and mountain ranges. The __________ (8) of 

Panama, is the narrowest point between the __________ (9) Sea to the east and the 

Pacific Ocean to the west.

The Caribbean region, consists of more than seven thousand islands that stretch from 

the Bahamas to Barbados. The four largest islands of the Caribbean make up the 

Greater __________ (10), which include Cuba, Jamaica, Hispaniola, and Puerto Rico. 

The smaller islands, extending all the way to South America, make up the Lesser 

Antilles (from Antigua and Barbuda to Trinidad and Tobago).

South America

Words bank:

Andes

Amazon

Aconcagua

equator

Orinoco

Paraná

de la Plata

Altiplano

Titicaca

Atacama

The continent of South America has a wide diversity of physical landscapes, from the 

high  __________ (1) Mountains to the tropical forests of the  __________ (2) Basin 

which dominate South America's physical geography.

The Andes are the longest mountain chain on Earth (more than 7,000 km long) and has

important peaks, many of which are active volcanoes like  __________ (3), its highest 

summit.

At the core of the continent is the Amazon River (about 6,900 km long most of them in 

Brazil), flowing parallel to the  __________ (4). The Amazon and its many tributaries 

drain the entire interior region of the continent, covering 40 percent of South America. Its

basin is the largest tropical rain forest in the world.

South America has additional large rivers that drain the continent, including the  

__________ (5), which flows through Venezuela; the São Francisco, which flows 

through southeast Brazil; and the Paraguay and the  __________ (6) Rivers, which flow 

south from Brazil into the Rio  __________ (7) between Argentina and Uruguay.

The  __________ (8) Region is a wide basin between two main Andean mountain ranges

on the border between Peru and Bolivia (a landlocked country) where lies the Lake  

__________ (9). Across the Andes Mountains from the Altiplano Region is the  

__________ (10) Desert on the Pacific Ocean costline of Chile.
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