
 Asia, locate and describe 

» Activity 1. In pairs, match geographical features names in the word bank with the correct description. 

___  Artic Ocean ___  Arabian Peninsula ___  Indus River ___  Lake Baikal ___  Lena River

___  Malay Peninsula ___  Persian Gulf ___  Strait of Malacca ___  Tibetan Plateau ___  Yangtze

___  'Meeting points': Bering Strait

Note: In bold, description verbs for your cards.

| 1 | • It is a peninsula of Western Asia situated 
northeast of Africa. It is bordered by the Red Sea to
the west and southwest, the Persian Gulf to the 
northeast and the Indian Ocean to the southeast. 
The peninsula consists of the countries Yemen, 
Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates, and parts of Jordan and Iraq. 

| 2 | • It is a rift lake in Russia, located in southern 
Siberia. It is the world's deepest lake (with a 
maximum depth of 1,642 m) and the largest 
freshwater lake by volume in the world.

| 3 | • It is a strait of the Pacific, which borders with
the Arctic to north. It is located between Russia 
and the United States. Named after a Danish 
explorer in the service of the Russian Empire.

| 4 | • It stretches approximately 1,000 kilometres 
north to south and 2,500 kilometres east to west. 
With an average elevation exceeding 4,500 metres 
above sea level, is surrounded by imposing 
mountains ranges. It is a vast elevated plateau in 
Central Asia. This plateau contains the headwaters 
of the drainage basins of most of the streams in 
surrounding regions: the Yangtze, the Mekong, the 
Indus, etc. 

| 5 | • The body of water is an extension of the Indian
Ocean (Gulf of Oman) through the Strait of Hormuz 
and lies between Iran to the northeast, Irak (where 
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers meet beefore 
emptying the gulf) and the Arabian Peninsula to the 
southwest. 

| 6 | • This body of water is almost completely 
surrounded by Eurasia and North America. It is 
partly covered by sea ice throughout the year and 
almost completely in winter. The summer shrinking 
of the ice has been quoted at 50%.

| 7 | • This is one of the longest rivers in Asia. 
Originating in the Tibetan Plateau and fed with 
glaciers and tributaries in the Himalayas, the river 
runs through India and then towards Pakistan to 
merge into the Arabian Sea at the Indian Ocean. 
The river has historically been important to many 
cultures.

| 8 | • This peninsula contains three countries 
portions: Malaysia, Thailand and Myanmar. The 
Strait of Malacca separates this peninsula from the 
Indonesian island of Sumatra.

| 9 | • This strait separates the Malay Peninsula 
from the Indonesian island of Sumatra while the 
south coast lies the island of Singapore.

| 10 | • This river is the easternmost of the three 
great Siberian rivers that flow into the Arctic Ocean 
(the other two being the Ob and the Yenisei). It is 
the 11th longest river in the world and has the 9th 
largest basin.

| 11 | • This river, which is 6,380 km long, is the 
longest river in Asia and the third-longest in the 
world. Its basin drains one-fifth of the land area of 
China. The Three Gorges Dam, built on its course, 
is the largest hydro-electric power station in the 
world.

Take it further! Create an Alphabet game… “Biginning with the letter A…, It is a region...”
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» Activity 2. In pairs, read and complete.

Asia 

Words bank:

Indonesia

the Anatolian Peninsula

the Aral Sea

the Caucasus Mountains

the Ganges River

the Huang He River

the Lena River

the Malay Penisula

the Mekong River

the Suez Canal

the Tibetan Plateau

the Yangtze River

Did you know that pressure from tectonic action causes the Himalayas to rise in 

elevation one to five millimeters per year? Asia is Earth's largest continent, 

covering about 30% of total landmass area. As a result, it has a great variety of 

landforms and waterbodies. Asia is surrounded by the Arctic Ocean to the north, 

the Pacific Ocean to the east and the Indian Ocean to the south. The western 

boundary of Asia is not a natural border. European border: the most commonly 

accepted landmarks are the Ural Mountains and the Ural River from north to 

south, the Caspian Sea, _________(1)  Mountains and the Black and 

Mediterranean Seas. African border: the _________(2)  separates Africa and 

Asia. This artificial waterway links the Mediterranean Sea and Red Sea. The 

Himalayas (Himalayan Mountain range) dominate the physical landscape of South

Asia (Mt. Everest is the tallest peak in the world, at 8,848 meters). Most of the 

Asian great rivers have their headwaters in the high elevations of the Himalayas 

and run long distances before reaching the sea. To the south, the Indus River 

flows through Pakistan, the Brahmaputra River meets up with the _________(3)  

in Bangladesh to flow into the Bay of Bengal and the _________(4)  River helps 

form the political borders of Laos and Thailand on its way through Cambodia to 

Vietnam where it creates a giant delta. To the north, the mouth of the Yellow River 

(_________(5)  River) is the most densely populated region in China. Another 

important waterway is the _________(6)  River (Chang Jiang River). Asia's Artic 

watershed is dominated by the West Siberian Plain, the Central Siberian Plateau, 

the Yakutsk Basin, the Eastern Highlands, and the Central Asian Ranges, crossed

by long courses like Obi, Yenisei or _________(7)  Rivers -usually frozen in winter

season- all of them in Russia. In this area can be found big lakes and the inland 

_________(8)  Sea. Central Asia has large arid regions arround the Mongolian 

Plateau and the _________(9)  Plateau featured by hot summers and long cold 

winters. Further west are located the Kazakhstan and Iranian Plateaus. Asian 

costline is shaped by many peninsulas and seas, bays, straits, and gulfs and 

thousands of islands. Major peninsulas (clockwise) are Kamchatka, Korean, 

Indochina (and its extension of _________(10)  Peninsula shared by Myanmar, 

Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore), Indian, Arabian and _________(11)  (Turkey).

The most important groups of islands are located far east, and form countries like 

Japan (Japanese Archipielago) and in the Southeast Asia region, between the 

Indian and the Pacific Oceans, including countries Malaysia, _________(12)  , the

Philippines.
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