
 Europe, locate and describe 

» Activity 1. In pairs, match geographical features names in the word bank with the correct description. 

___  Danube ___  English Channel ___  Escadinavian ___  Iceland ___  Jutland

___  Rhine ___  River ___  Sicily ___  Tagus ___  Volga

___   'Meeting points':  Bosphorus

Note: In bold, description verbs for your cards.

| 1 | • Eleven of the twenty largest cities of Russia, 
including the capital, Moscow, are located in its 
watershed. It is also Europe's largest river in terms 
of discharge and watershed. It is about 560 km long 
and varies in width from 240 km at its widest to 33.3 
km in the Strait of Dover.

| 2 | • It is a peninsula in Northern Europe, which 
generally comprises the mainland of Sweden, the 
mainland of Norway and the northwestern area of 
Finland. The peninsula is bordered by several 
bodies of water including: the Barents Sea to the 
north, the Norwegian Sea to the west (forming the 
fjords), the North Sea to the south and the Baltic 
Sea to the east. 

| 3 | • It is a peninsula in northern Europe. It forms 
the mainland part of Denmark and a northern part of
Germany. It separates the North Sea from the 
Baltic Sea. Its terrain is relatively flat, with low hills. It
has an area of 29,775 km².

| 4 | • It is a river in Central Europe. It rises in the 
Czech Republic and flows through western 
Poland, later forming the border between Poland 
and Germany. The river ultimately flows into three 
branches that empty into the Baltic Sea.

| 5 | • It is an island country in the North Atlantic, 
between Greenland and Norway, formerly a 
possession of Denmark. It is culturally considered to
be part of Europe. It has an area of 103,000 km².

| 6 | • It is the largest island in the Mediterranean 
Sea and is located in the central Mediterranean 
Sea, south of the Italian Peninsula, from which it is 
separated by the narrow Strait of Messina. Its most 
prominent landmark is Mount Etna, the tallest active 
volcano in Europe,

| 7 | • Originating in Germany, this river flows 
southeast for 2,860 km, passing through or 
touching the border of Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, 
Croatia, Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria, Moldova and 
Ukraine before emptying into the Black Sea at a 
great delta.

| 8 | • The river flows through central Russia and into
the Caspian Sea. It is the longest river in Europe. 

| 9 | • The river is the longest river in the Iberian 
Peninsula and empties into the Atlantic Ocean near 
Lisbon, Portugal capital city.

| 10 | • This European river that begins in the 
southeastern Swiss Alps, forms part of the Swiss-
Liechtenstein, Swiss-Austrian, Swiss-German and 
then the Franco-German border, then flows through 
the Netherlands and eventually empties into the 
North Sea. 

| 11 | • It is a strait that forms part of the boundary 
between the European part of Turkey and its Asian 
part (Anatolia). It connects the Black Sea with the 
Sea of Marmara. It is about 30 km long. The shores 
of the strait are heavily populated as Istanbul is 
nearby. 

Take it further! Create an Alphabet game… “Biginning with the letter A…, It is a region...”
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» Activity 2. In pairs, read and complete.

Europe

Words bank:

Asia

the Alps

the Apennines

the Arctic Ocean

the Atlantic Ocean

the Black Sea

the Carpathians

the Dinaric Alps

the Pyrenees

the Ural Mountains

Europe is bordered by the __________ (1) Ocean in the north, the __________ (2) 

Ocean and its seas to the west, and the Mediterranean Sea and the __________ (3) 

Sea to the south. Europe's eastern boundary is typically given as the __________ 

(4) Mountains , which run north to south from the Arctic Ocean down through 

Russia to Kazakhstan to the Caspian Sea. The western portion of Russia, containing

the cities of St. Petersburg and Moscow, is considered part of Europe while the 

eastern portion is considered part of __________ (5) .

Europe has several mountain ranges, most of which are in the southern part of the 

continent.

The __________ (6) , which range from eastern France to Slovenia;

The __________ (7) , located on the border between France and Spain;

The __________ (8) , running the length of Italy (the Italian Peninsula);

The __________ (9) , looping around Romania from Slovakia;

And finally, the shorter __________ (10) Alps in former Yugoslavia (Croatia, Bosnia, 

etc. and other Balkan countries).

» Activity 3. In pairs, read and complete.

1.- This European river that  begins in the southeastern Swiss Alps, forms part of the Swiss-Liechtenstein,
Swiss-Austrian, Swiss-German and then the Franco-German border, then  flows through the Netherlands
and eventually empties into the North Sea.

□ The Danube River □ The Rhine River □ The Volga River

2.- Originating in Germany, this river flows southeast for 2,860 km, passing through or touching the border
of Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Croatia, Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria, Moldova and Ukraine  before emptying
into the Black Sea at a great delta.

□ The Danube River □ The Volga River □ The Dnieper River

3.- It is the longest river in the Iberian Peninsula and empties into the Atlantic Ocean near Lisbon, Portugal
capital city.

□ The Duero River (Douro in Portugal) □ The Tagus River □ The Guadiana River

4.- The river flows through central Russia and into the Caspian Sea. It is the longest river in Europe. 
Eleven of  the twenty  largest  cities  of  Russia,  including  the  capital,  Moscow,  are located in the  Volga's
watershed. It is also Europe's largest river in terms of discharge and watershed.

□ The Volga River □ The Don River. □ The Dnieper.

5.- It is a river in Central Europe.  It rises in the Czech Republic and flows through western Poland, later
forming the border between Poland and Germany. The river ultimately flows into three branches that empty
into the Baltic Sea.

□ The Elbe River □ The Vistula River □ The Oder River
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